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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign, country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application' for patent in the United States. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Santamaki et al. (US 
4,855,825). 

Re claim 1, Santamaki discloses a method of communicating video information as the 
video information changes from one frame to another (figs. 1 and 4), comprising: 
a. analyzing pixel values within a current block of the video frame information to determine 
pixel value frame change (3,4, 12, 13, 14 of fig. 4); 

b. testing: 

(i) whether a frame change in pixel value for any one of the pixels in the block exceeds a 
first threshold (6 of fig. 1 ; Note the reference memory (4 of fig. 1) contains the already 
transmitted picture information. The difference value or change value between the picture data, 
received from the comparator (5 of fig. 1), is compared to the change threshold set in the 
thresholding unit (6 of fig. 1), and if the change value surpasses the preset change threshold, the 
said pel of image is coded in the coder (7 of fig. 1) and transferred via the transmission buffer (8 
of fig. 1) and the output B into the transmission channel, i.e. the picture information is further 
transferred to the receiver; col.4, lines 28-47) , and 
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(ii) whether a second threshold number of pixels in the block exceeds in pixel value a 
third threshold (14 of fig. 4, and 19 of fig. 4, Note the cumulative sum S of the covered change 
values, i.e. the numbers in the histogram table or the amount of picture areas; wherein the sum S 
is compared to the reference value Nc preset in the comparator, which value Nc stands for the 
maximum amount of picture areas which can be transmitted in between the successive frames; 
col. 6, lines 34-40) , and 

c. if the conditions of either step b. i. or step b. ii. exceed the thresholds described, then 
communicating information identifying the pixel values within the block (col. 6, lines 53-63). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains! Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Santamaki 
et al. (US 4,855,825). 

Re claims 2 and 3, Santamaki teaches the changed area of the image is encoded and 
transmitted based on equations (3) and (4) (col. 4, lines 5-30; col. 5, lines 53-67)and the sum S 
surpasses to the reference value Nc (col. 6, lines 34-39). When Delta M and Delta Mn are 
equaled to zero (See equations (3) and (4) of Santamaki), and the sum S does not surpass the 
reference Nc, this would obviously understood that there is no change in image area, and the 
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coder (7 of fig. 1) does not encode and transmit any image area, wherein the equations (3) and 
(4) and the circuit 1 1 of Santamaki would obviously be programmed (col. 4, line 65-col. 5, line 
2). The disclosure of Santamaki would have fairly suggested, to one skill in the art, to set up both 
conditions of steps b.i. and b.ii. fail to exceed the thresholds described. Since the change 
threshold unit determines the no change image data, the coder (7 of fig. 1) does not encode any 
no changed image area data and the buffer (8 of fig. 1) communicates a no change condition in 
the current block (Note the previous block has been transmitted as considered a no change 
condition in the current block is processed by the decoder (9 of fig. 1, Note replenishment unit as 
decoder) and stored the no change condition in the current block in the memory (4 of fig. 1) for 
further comparison). Moreover, Santamaki teaches the communicated no change condition 
comprises communicating nothing regarding to the current block (stable background is encoded 
and transmitted once) and decoding (9 of fig. 1) the video information (coded video information) 
by writing (storing) current blocks for which nothing communicated as unchanged compare to 
the corresponding block in a previous frame (Note the reference memory (4 of fig. 1) for storing 
the unchanged current block corresponding to the block in a previous frame for comparing to a 
new frame; this means updates a current block as reference). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Music et al. (US 4,816,901) discloses method and system for compressing color video 

data. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung Vo whose telephone number is 571-272-7340. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on 571-272-7418. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000,- 
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